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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To obtain a terpolymer resistant to hydrolysis by forming it 
from three of structural units so that it has po I yoxya I ky I ene groups, sulfo groups, 
and carboxyl groups at its side chains. 

SOLUTION: This terpolymer has, as the essential structural units, po I yoxya Iky I ene 
units (A) represented by the formula: R10(A0)nR2 (wherein R1 is 2-5C alkenyl; R2 is 
H, a 1-40C hydrocarbon group, etc. ; AO is an oxyalkylene group; and n is 1-500), 
sulfonic acid compd. units (B) represented by the formula: R3S03M1 (wherein R3 is 
2-5C alkenyl, etc. ; and M1 is an alkali or alkaline earth metal, etc.), and maleic 
acid compd. units (C) derived from maleic anhydride, maleic acid, or maleate. The 
molar ratio of (A+B)/C is (3:7)-(7:3); and that of A/B is (1 :5)-(99: 1) . The wt. - 
average mol.wt. is 500-100,000. 
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